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r I I I many historical and even 
M present-day parallels be-

* A tween Koreans and 
American Indians are quite striking. In 
some places, Koreans and Amer ican 
Indians share some common origins, some 
common struggles, and some common 
concerns about the future and the survival 
of the "nation and identity." 

The best archeological evidence suggests 
that Koreans and Korean Americans share 
common roots in Mongolia. The earliest ar
r ivals of Amer ican Indians i n North 
America were probably members of 
Siberian tribes who crossed the Bering 
land bridge into what is now Alaska per
haps 30.000 to 40,000 years ago. They 
were nomadic peoples, unaware that they 
were leaving Asia as they progressively 
moved eastward and southward seeking 
better game and land. 

Gradually over many centuries and dur
ing the same time periods that ancestors of 
Koreans were migrating into the area of 
present-day Korea, American Indians split 
into many tribes and spread out eastward 
and southward over two continents reach
ing the southern tip of South America per
haps as early as 8000 B.C. By the time of 
Columbus in 1492. perhaps 12 mil l ion 
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Just as those of Korean descent in Japan, 
for example, have a long way to go to enjoy 
the rights and opportunities afforded those 
considered "real Japanese", so too American 
Indians have a long way to go to enjoy the 
rights and opportunities guaranteed by the U. 
S. Constitution and promised by the market 
economy of the U. S. 

Indians lived in the Americas with perhaps 
10 million living in Mexico, the Caribbean 
and lands to the south. 

In ancient Korean and American-Indian 
societies, and in present-day American-
Indian societies and certain Budhist prac
tices in present-day Korean societies, com
mon Animistic religious beliefs and prac
tices can be found. Animism is is the belief 
that natural objects and forces (mountains, 
rivers, rocks, the sun, ect.) are inhibited or 
controlled by sprits that influence events, 
human lives and human fortunes. Further, 
Totemism, which was important to the 
Clan and later Tribal system of ancient 
Korea, was and is also practiced among 
American Indians and is reflected in the 
celebrated Totem Pole. Totemism is the be-
life that a human being is simply a crea
ture like and among other creatures and 
that since clans could be descented from 
other creatures (e. g. bird, horse, bear etc.), 
all creatures were considerd sacred with 
certain taboos to be observed in dealing 
with them. In ancient Korean society as 
wel l as i n ancient and present-day 
American Indian societies, there were 
shamans. The word shaman is from 
Siberian roots designating a person who is 
supposed to have intimate contact with 
and perhaps countrol over certain sprits. 

Over the centuries, Korean people and 
American Indians developed very sophisti
cated and strikingly similar agricultural 
practices, weapons, agricultural impl i -
ments, architectural innovations, medical 

procedures and herbal medicines, mathe
matical and calendar systems, dietary 
habits, democratic institutions, and philo
sophical and religious approaches to life 
and nature. Many of these innovations 
were developed in response to brutal condi
tions and forces of nature as well as in re
sponse to repeated attacks and invasions 
by outside forces bent on the destruction of 
a whole race of people. 

American Indians were not recognized as 
American citizens until 1932. Even today, 
many American Indians, even with formal 
citizenship, live in society without access to 
some of the basic freedoms and opportuni
ties guaranteed to those who are deemed to 
be the "real citizens" of the broader society. 
For many American Indians there are wide 
and widending gaps between the promises 
of the U. S. Constitution and the market 
economy of the U. S. on the one hand, and 
the harsh realities and conditions of life on 
the other hand. American Indians remain 
under varions controls of the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs (B. I . A.) while there is no 
comparable "Bureau of White or African-
American or Hispanic Affairs." American 
Indians have a per-capita income that is 
one- th i rd tha t of whi te Americans. 
American Indians have a national suicide 
rate that is four times the national average. 
The average life expectancy for an 
American Indian woman is 47 years old 
versus 73 years old for a white woman. 
American Indian men average 49 years of 
life versus 71 years old for white men in the 
U. S. Just as those of Korean descent in 
Japan, for example, have a long way to go 
to enjoy the rights and opportunities afford
ed those considered "real Japanese," so too 
American Indians have a long way to go to 
enjoy the rights and opportunities guaran
teed by the U. S. Cons t i tu t i on and 
promised by the market economy of the U. 
S. M 


